
 
Language Intervention with Identified Students, K-12:   

What Really Matters? 
 

This presentation examines the role of speech-language pathologists who provide language intervention in an 
educational setting to students, grades K-12.  The demands of practice in this complex setting are 
comprehensive and intensive.  SLPs are expected to develop effective programs for students with (and 
without) identified language disorders that are in alignment with federal and state law, district policies, core 
standards, the curriculum, assessment principles and tools, and instructional methodologies.  They are asked 
to participate in, and sometimes, lead different team structures: multidisciplinary, transdisciplinary, 
consultative, collaborative and a variety of co-teaching models.  They are required to offer a continuum of 
setting choices:  large group in the classroom, small group in and out of the classroom, individual and 
community based.  In addition, the literature in speech-language pathology exhorts SLPs to support all 
educational outcomes across grades and populations: reading, writing, spelling, mathematics, listening, 
speaking, and social skills.  In this turbulent sea of extraordinary demands, it is easy to lose sight of what really 
matters the most to each student.  This presentation offers a compass that the SLP can use to navigate the 
language sea across all grade levels 
 
 
Participants will be able to: 

• Identify the academic and social goals that really matter in language intervention. 
• Trace the development of these goals across grade levels using videotaped examples. 
• Identify the basic thinking and language strategies that students must master to reach these goals. 
• Describe ways in which students can learn these strategies at different grade levels. 
• Practice simple instructional language methods that support strategy understanding and acquisition. 
• Discuss the important impact an SLP can have on instructional classroom language and identify 

different ways of producing this impact.  
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Diego State University and recipient of the 2007 American Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation's Rolland J. 
Van Hattum Award for Outstanding Contribution in the Schools. For more than 35 years, Claudia has practiced 
in both public and private educational settings; written twenty-five curriculum guides; and published scholarly 
articles about speech, language and literacy.  She is devoted to making youth a priority in public policy. 
 

 


